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Bunker Labs’ Tampa chapter will open on Sept. 26.

by: Business Observer  Staff

TAMPA — Bunker Labs, a national nonprofit that helps veterans start and

operate businesses, will hold a grand opening for its Tampa chapter — the first
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in Florida — on Sept. 26.

The organization will be based at the Entrepreneur Collaborative Center, 2101

E. Palm Ave., Tampa. Its volunteer leadership team includes Immertec co-

founder and Marine Corps veteran Erik Maltais, as well as 20-year Army

veteran Bill Quigley and Valerie Lavin, CEO of Luminary Global, a Tampa-

based medical supply firm.

The Tampa chapter, according to a press release, represents Bunker Labs’ first

foray into Florida. At present, it has 27 chapters nationwide and plans to have

one in each state by 2021.

“Before we decide to open a new chapter, we always take into account the

community we are about to enter,” Bunker Labs CEO Todd Connor states in

the release. “The Tampa community encompasses all the qualities that are

needed to see veteran entrepreneurs can flourish if it is cultivated. With a high

concentration of veterans, Tampa knows the needs of veterans business owners

and our new chapter will work to fill those needs.”

Maltais, Quigley and Lavin, the release states, have spent the past six months

building momentum for the new chapter by establishing strong business

connections and speaking with veterans and entrepreneurs throughout the

Tampa area. 

“We are very excited to bring Bunker Labs to Tampa,” Lavin states in the

release. “Tampa veterans are ready to see their dreams come to life with the

help of Bunker Labs. We already feel empowered by the community that will

continue to grow in Tampa.”
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Entrepreneurial family has

invested $500M and is just

getting started

The Hoffmanns have made big business waves in

Southwest Florida by buying up a bit of everything, centered on

hospitality. What drives their success?
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Airport adds new nonstop

service, sets passenger traffic
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Delta Air Lines added nonstop service to

Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport.
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Grocery chain acquired, plans to

expand bulk, private label

sections

Richard's Foodporium has 12 retail stores in

Florida and a 22,000-square-foot warehouse complex in north Sarasota. 
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Kick back at the Salt Shack, the

latest waterfront restaurant to

open in Tampa

The Salt Shack, Tampa's newest waterfront

restaurant, has opened on previously vacant land located at Rattlesnake

Point in south Tampa, Florida.
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Danish draft beer equipment maker drinks up growth

After spending more than a decade consolidating

the majority of its U.S. resources, Micro Matic

looks to conquer nonalcoholic categories.
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growth wave
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into process-based, streamlined model.
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RV dealership names new vice president

Keith Foerster has joined Lazydays, a leading RV

retailer based in Tampa, Florida, as vice president

of service operations.

READ MORE �

Private equity firm buys area HVAC business

Aria Capital Investments Inc., based in Lutz,

Florida, is the new owner of Air Quality Control, a

St. Petersburg HVAC company.
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